Carcinoma of the lung. Who will benefit from surgery?
The present staging methods for non-small-cell lung cancer provide little more than epidemiologic assessment of prognosis for grossly defined groups of patients. Except in extreme instances, physicians can tell patients very little about their prognosis or the need for supplemental therapy. More effective and less toxic chemotherapeutic agents are needed to treat this disease. Although improved results have been attained with combination therapy in patients with good functional status and less advanced disease, little help is available for lung cancer patients with advanced disease. Treating this large group of patients remains a great challenge for the surgical and medical oncologist.